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About Us

Founded in 1970, the Kuumba Singers is one of the oldest Black organizations on Harvard's campus. “Kuumba” 

(pronounced koo-oom-ba), is a Swahili word which means “to create.” Its founders, Harvard juniors Dennis Wiley 

and Fred Lucas, now both ministers, led the charter group of 37 Black Harvard undergraduates, other area 

college students and Boston residents in a shared covenant to care for one another, lift up their culture and 

community through the power of faith, song and service. After almost 47 years and 1,000+ Kuumba alumni later, 

the covenant lives on. 

Never just a singing group, Kuumba continues to create and provide a safe harbor for students, regardless of 

background, on Harvard’s campus via the celebration of Black creativity and spirituality. We sing before 

audiences on campus, in Boston and on tour in schools, churches and other venues in the U.S and abroad. 

Kuumba has sung before such dignitaries such as President Nelson Mandela, Bishop Desmond Tutu, Shonda 

Rhimes, and Oprah Winfrey. And it continues to evolve. There is now an annual Kuumba Black Arts Festival. In 

four and one-half decades, there have been only three directors, Dr. Hubert E. Walters, Robert Winfrey and its 

current director of 18 years, former Kuumba member, Sheldon K. X. Reid. 

Today’s Kuumba includes 70+ singers, instrumental musicians, and dancers. They remain a group of the Harvard 

campus as well as of the Boston community. Notable alumni include former U.S. Attorney General Loretta 

Lynch, and Kenneth Reeves, former three-term mayor of Harvard’s home city, Cambridge, MA, and  

 

Above: Kuumba performs for the award-winning actress, Viola 

Davis, at the Harvard Foundation’s 32nd annual Cultural Rhythms 

Festival  

Our Music 

The Kuumba repertoire celebrates music from across 

the African diaspora—Negro spirituals and traditional 

African music to contemporary gospel and jazz. It is 

singing, spoken word, instrumental, dance, original 

composition. We sing in concert to sold-out audiences 

annually on the Harvard campus at our Dr. S. Allen 

Counter Christmas Concert and our Dean Archie C. 

Epps Spring Concert. During the last 10 years, 

Kuumba has released 3 CDs. Additionally, we sing 

regularly at events on Harvard’s campus, in Boston 

and in tour cities in the East, South, Midwest and the 

Caribbean. 

Visit the links below to enjoy samples from our 

repertoire. 

“Hold On” featuring Cellist Kendall Ramseur 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kL8cu6FQKx4 

“Now Behold the Lamb” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKG1uZc7b40 
Above: Kuumba holds an open rehearsal at the historic Dexter 

Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama. This is the 

same church where Martin Luther King, Jr, was a pastor. 

Massachusetts’s first African-American mayor. Despite the 

group’s size, Kuumba continues to maintain its tight knit 

sense of community, family. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kL8cu6FQKx4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKG1uZc7b40


 
The Kuumba Singers of Harvard College 

 

  

KUUMBA 
 

Sharing and celebrating the cultural legacy of the African diaspora for more than 

45 years. 

Striving to do what we can with what we have to leave a space better than we 

inherited it. 

Over Kuumba’s 47-year history, more than 1000 students have come through the 

choir. More than a choir, Kuumba is a support network. Spiritually based, students 

can stay connected to their history as a people through its music. We hope to share 

music and creative expression with old and new friends alike in all tour cities.  

Kuumba performs for Rihanna, Harvard's 2017 
Humanitarian of the Year

Posters from Kuumba's 19th annual Black 
Arts Festival

Kuumba with Representative John Lewis and President Faust 
after a performance at a ceremony honoring slaves who lived 
and worked at Harvard

Members of Kuumba volunteer at the Greater 

Boston Food Bank during a winter tour 
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2018 Kuumba Midwest Tour 

Cities and Dates: 

• Chicago, IL: March 10-11 & 13 

• Springfield, IL: March 12 

• Detroit, MI: March 14 

• Cleveland, OH: March 15-17  

 

Pictured to the right: Kuumba visits the Edmund Pettis 

Bridge and the Selma Civil Rights’ Memorial in Selma, AL  

Pictured to the left: A member of the choir embraces a student 

during lunch at Main Street Academy in Atlanta, GA 

Pictured to the right: Kuumba performs for students at 

KIPP Academy in Atlanta, GA 

Community Service & Harvard Book Prize 

This year, Kuumba will be visiting schools to do mini-concerts and mentor students in Chicago and 

Cleveland. In each city, a Harvard Book Prize will be presented to an outstanding junior (class of 

2019) selected by their school’s principal. The Prize will be presented to the students by a local 

Kuumba alum. 

If you are a Midwest alumnus and are interested in presenting a Harvard Book Prize, please reach out to Alexa 

Brown (tourmanager@kuumbasingers.org). 

We are still booking performances and setting up 

alumni events. Please email 

tourmanager@kuumbasingers.org for more 

information. 
Above: Members enjoy time at the home of Atty. Avarita Hanson and 

Dr. William Alexander, Atlanta Kuumba alums, during tour 2017 

2017 

mailto:tourmanager@kuumbasingers.org
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 Spring Tour FAQ 
 

Concert/Event Funding & Compensation 

The Kuumba Tour Manager, Alexa Brown (tourmanager@kuumbasingers.org) is the primary Tour contact. She 

oversees all tour activities including contract negotiation and coordination with designated contact persons for 

concert venues and service project location(s). Final arrangements regarding performance space, facility policies, 

choir warm up areas, stage management, sound and lighting, etc., are delegated to the Choir’s Musician’s 

Representative (musiciansrepresentative@kuumbasingers.org) who interfaces with each venue’s stage manager 

and sound engineer. 

Concert compensation is negotiable and is typically raised via honorarium, free will offering, or by ticketing. 

Individual donations are always accepted. To discuss specifics, please contact our Tour Manager. The Kuumba 

Tour takes place each March during Harvard’s Spring break. 

 

 

 
 

 

kuumbasingers.org 

 
(217)-717-5799 

 

 

tourmanager@kuumbasingers.org 

 

 

SOCH #66 

59 Shepard St. 

Cambridge, MA 02138 

Tour/Concert Marketing & Promotion 

Kuumba produces and pays for all promotional materials including Tour 

schedules and concert posters. We invite each concert venue to customize 

our concert poster to promote their concerts. They are distributed 

electronically to be social media and print friendly. Kuumba promotes its 

Tour Schedule via its social media, alumni and Friends of Kuumba 

networks via Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. We invite each concert 

venue to promote their concerts via their networks as well, including 

advertising through newsletters, local radio/TV broadcasts, etc. 

 
Transportation, Lodging & Meals 
The Choir is responsible for transportation to tour cities and lodging while on tour. Kuumba also provides sound 

equipment and instruments not available at the concert venue. As students, meals donated by Kuumba family 

and friends before or after concerts are always greatly appreciated.  

 

Calling all Kuumba and Harvard Alumni! 

Please join us and spread the word that Kuumba is in your city. 

Help us find concert venues. Suggest cool places to eat or visit 

while in your city! Contact our Tour Manager, Alexa Brown, 

(tourmanager@kuumbasingers.org) to find out the date, time 

and place for this year’s Choir/Kuumba alumni get togethers in 

each city. 

Become a Friend of Kuumba 

We invite all who attend our concerts in Cambridge or on the 

road to become Friends of Kuumba. Providing your email address 

on cards distributed at all concerts will add you to our mailing list 

to receive concert notifications and other information. You can 

also become a Friend of Kuumba by visiting the Get in Touch 

section of our website at kuumbasingers.org. 

 

Contact Us 

Please reach out to our tour 

manager, Alexa Brown, for more 

information. 

tourmanager@kuumbasingers.org 

(217) 717-5799 

You can also visit our website. 

www.kuumbasingers.org 

Please contact our Tour Manager if interested. 


