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Presidents' Letter
Greetings Alumni, Family, and Friends,
Kuumba was founded during a time when Black students on campus
were still feeling the aftershocks from the earthquakes of injustice that
hit America centuries ago when the first African slave stepped foot on
its soil. The assassination of Dr. King and the heightened racial tensions
of the time pushed a group of Black Harvard students in 1970 to do
something extraordinary: to define a space for themselves and engage
in the radical act of celebrating who they are and where they come
from. They understood that Black students on Harvard's campus could
not wait any longer for a safe space of their own, a place where
Blackness could flourish without timidity, fear, or judgement. Our
founders decided to act in the now and become the manifestation of
the change they desired to see. And their audacity to be catalysts of
change -- as well as their commitment to celebrating Black creativity
and spirituality in all its forms-- still resonates with us five decades later.
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Voices
We are honored to gather for the Annual Dean Archie C. Epps Spring Concert, back in-person
for the first time since 2019. As we come together for this momentous occasion, we cannot
help but acknowledge the struggles that we all continue to face, namely, global pandemics
ranging from mutating viruses to widespread hatred and prejudice on the basis of race, religion,
nationality, sexuality, and all those characteristics that define who we are. Amid this strife,
however, we are also forced to confront the hope and resilience that has shone through as we
faced these challenges. It is in celebration of this fierce resilience that we have named our
concert "My Soul Has Got to Move," with the intention of reminding everyone that we can come
out of this hardship ready to experience the joys of life that still exist despite the pain.
We thank you for your support and love for Kuumba throughout the years, especially during this
rebuilding year as we re-established our on-campus presence.
With Kuumblove,
Adede and Perrin
President and Vice-President 2021-2022
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Favorite Kuumba Memories
The past 2 years have certainly given us time to reflect! When asked about their
favorite memories of Kuumba, here's what the choir said.
Freshman year tour <333, I'll never forget the "wo
to the ti to the ti wo wo;" Spring 2019 concert &
the song "Love Train," that dance line was iconic.
-Toochi Uradu, ‘22
Spring Tour 2019 (all of it), "Love Train" concert at
the end when we all danced, singing at the first
Dubois medal ceremony with Colin Kaepernick
and Dave Chapelle, Post-post, Post-Kuumba
Annenberg brain break, Kuummunity Dinners
-Randy St. Louis, ‘22
One of my favorite random Kuumba memories is
when Sheldon was talking to Mike during
rehearsal and then he went, “speaking of Mike,”
and proceeded to start talking about a
MICrophone….LOL
-Jac Tubbs, ‘22
My favorite memory is Tour 2019! The class of
2022 got so close then and I wish we had gotten
to have so many more spring tours.
-Asa Coleman, ‘22
My favorite memory in Kuumba was when I
mustered up the courage to do a solo and was
encouraged by my fellow Kuumbabes - from kind
words to warm hugs.
-Anonymous
Casually singing together with alumni during post!
-Faith Woods, ‘24

My favorite Kuumba memory is of singing "SoonAh Will be Done" during our first winter concert.
Not only was it my favorite song of the concert,
but I also sang it in my freshman year of high
school, so the moment prompted me to reflect
on how far I have come since I started high school
and how grateful I was to get to be singing as part
of Kuumba.
-Julian Handler, ‘23
My favorite Kuumba memory is the feeling of joy
that I had after the first night of the winter
concert. It felt so great to perform alongside
everyone and hear all of the songs truly come to
life in Memorial Church. Kuumba has been an
amazing community to me this year.
-Cassandra Brewster, ‘24
When we sang "Wade in the Water" at my first
Kuumba Winter concert my sophomore year. You
simply had to be there; it was an experience.
-Sarah Farley, ‘22
Easy! That moment right before we go onstage to
perform, and we’re all jumping up and down with
excitement. Nothing beats that! More concretely
though, I have another memory. This one is kind
of niche, but one time on tour in 2019, a car
alarm started going off on the street outside, and
we all started banging on the tables to make a
beat and danced to it. Iconic.
-Jade Woods, ‘22

Voices
The image below was made using answers from
current Kuumbabes. They were responding to the
question: What moves your soul?
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“From the Desk of a Hopeless Romantic”
by Toochi Uradu, '22
How do I convey my love to you?
How do I tell you that my heart skips a beat and my lungs halt when your eyes
speak to mine?
How do I tell you that my skin electrifies and my hair stands on end when your
hand grazes my own?
How do I tell you that my words abandon me when you say my name?
How do I tell you that my hands shake when you hold onto me?
How do I tell you that you are the center of my universe and without you I cannot
conceptualize myself?
How do I tell you that my reason for existing begins and ends with you?
How do I tell you that my days without you are absent of color and warmth?
How do I tell you that I have loved with you with all of my being?
How do I tell you all of this and more without fearing that you would never love
me back?
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Untitled
By Asa Coleman, '22

About the piece: This painting was part of an exercise in Asa's painting class on
capturing the human form and was done in less than 3 hours!
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"After a Heartbreak"
By Jade Woods, '22

Above is a picture of the journal I kept while planning Kuumba's 50th
Anniversary Celebration. This entry is from March 8, 2020, the day that we
officially decided to cancel our 50th Anniversary weekend because of the COVID19 pandemic. Unsurprisingly, I was pretty devastated that a year's worth of
planning didn't result in the beautiful celebration I wanted. In the months that
followed, I wrote a haiku to feel through the heartbreak I felt after that time and
how I rejoined Kuumba later.

So much has happened
I hid, but Kuumba found me
It's good to be back
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Pictures submitted by Amechi Egbunike, '22

Top left, bottom left, and bottom right: Fun on Kuumba's 2019 Spring Tour.
Top right: Kuumba's winter concert of 2019.
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Senior Reflections
The Class of 2022 will be dearly missed. Here are some of their parting
thoughts and love letters to Kuumba.
When I was a freshman back in 2017, I had the pleasure of attending Black Convocation.
I had grown up in a primarily white community and this was one of the first events I had
ever been to where the majority of attendants looked like me. I remember almost feeling
nervous, but then Kuumba came in and blew the roof off the building with their singing
and energy. Immediately I felt like I was welcome, and I was enamored with the club but
not yet in the headspace to bring myself to join. One leave of absence, one pandemic,
and one college education later, I joined Kuumba in my Senior Spring and it was one of
the best decisions I’ve ever made. I am beyond thankful every day for the community,
culture, and soul that Kuumba has brought into my life, and I am honored to call myself
a member.
- Alexander Stewart

Dear Kuumba,
You have meant a lot to me ever since I walked into the space for the very first time. The
relationships I’ve created and nurtured here are some of the ones most integral to my
entire college experience. There are not many things that I can say have contributed as
much to my joy, well-being, and belonging here at Harvard as you have. I believe that
you are a space that people are introduced to because of the singing, but they stay in
because of the fellowship. As I deeply reflect on everything that has taken place over my
past four years, I am met with the utmost gratefulness upon the thought of this space,
this music, and these people. Thank you, Kuumba, for contributing so significantly to my
college experience and my life journey overall by taking up so much space in my heart.
Our relationship is shifting now that I am leaving, but I could never feel too removed
from a space that has served as my home. Kuumba, you are home to me.
With care, appreciation, and never-ending love,
Jac Tubbs <3
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To Kuumba:
As I reflect on my time with this group, I can only express the greatest gratitude for its
existence. My introduction to Kuumba was all the way back in 2016 when the choir went
on tour to New York. Although the concert was great, I was struck by the community that
I was able to see within the choir. This motivated me to not only apply to Harvard but
join instantly once I got here. I never saw myself as a singer. I played the viola in my high
school orchestra. Music has always been a part of my life and I view myself as an old
head, so I figured that I shouldn’t let some singing stop me from meeting new people.
My reflection on Kuumba will always be centered around the Kummunity. Kummunity
dinner was my escape from subpar, borderline (or not) nasty food in Annenberg. It was a
time that I looked forward to twice a week to engage in conversation and share stories. I
have never before been so welcomed into a community of individuals who look just like
me. This space has allowed me to experience larger forms of black art and creativity that
were rare in my hometown. Kuumba gave me friends that showed that blackness has
never been and will never be a monolith.
To those who I am leaving behind as the next generation of Kuumbabes, I have some
parting advice. You will only get out of this space as much as you put in. Kuumba is a
gem on this campus that needs to be brought to the forefront once again. This is a
space where you can find lifelong friends and create long lasting memories. Never take
this space for granted because past generations fought hard for its existence. Kuumba
has left me better than I was when I found it. Continue that tradition. I look forward to
returning as an alum sitting in the first two rows of Memorial Church singing loud and
proud. Until then, from me, this is not goodbye. It’s just see you Kuumorrow.
Peace. Love. Kuumba.
- Randy St. Louis

Kuumba is a family, is an entity, is a living, breathing thing; it is this great labor of love
that is always changing and growing like an unfinished story - the pages change but the
theme is always love and hope
– Ije Okereke

Voices
I was honestly shocked to discover that a space like Kuumba existed when I got to
college. Although I didn't really join until my sophomore year, once I did, I immediately
regretted not having joined sooner. I'm from Greenville, South Carolina, and I grew up in
a traditional black southern Baptist church. I've always loved to sing, and my mom had
always wanted me to officially join the choir, but around high school, we started going to
a much larger, non-denominational, predominantly white church, and I never got the
chance to. Although I loved our new church, I always missed the traditional black hymns,
psalms, and spirituals that we sang at Reedy River. Getting to be a part of Kuumba finally
allowed me to feel like I was getting to be back in that environment. And in addition to
the amazing song selections that are put together every semester, the people Kuumba
draws to itself and the alumni community have been such a blessing to meet and to
know. If you've been sleeping on Kuumba, DON'T! You'll be so glad you joined!
- Sarah Farley

Dear Kuumba,
It is truly difficult for me to express just how much this space has meant to me during
my time in college. Coming from a predominately white school back at home, my mind
was truly blown to be spending so much time with Black people my age! Not only has
this space allowed me to step outside of my comfort zone and grow creatively (my solo
in the winter will be one of my proudest moments at Harvard, because I was so scared
to do it!), but it has nourished me spiritually, too. Kuumba is what moves my soul. It's
hard to think what my life and my spare time will look like without Kuumba in it, but I
promise you I will be the choir's biggest cheerleader all the way from Louisiana. I love
Kuumba, and I love all of you. Thank you for showing me that there are so many ways to
love people and be joyful.
With eternal gratitude,
Jade Woods
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I never imagined coming to college that one of my favorite spaces on campus would be
a mighty choir called Kuumba. I always loved singing, but I never did it formally. I
remember coming to Kuumba for the first time, and despite all the welcoming
messaging, I was so nervous. I sat in the soprano section because I didn’t know where I
was supposed to sit. I first met Ruva, and she asked me if I was a soprano and I was like,
"Absolutely not." But then she convinced me that I could sing that high (spoiler alert: I
could not), and my soprano career only lasted one rehearsal. I was received with open
arms in the alto section, and it’s been my home ever since. Going on tour my freshman
year, and the bonding and chaos that ensued, really cemented my love for this space. I
don’t think I can ever properly articulate how much love I have for this space and the
people that sustain it. During our virtual year, despite not being able to sing in the same
way, still seeing you all every Tuesday and Thursday strengthened me. Although I am
graduating, this is definitely not a goodbye, but a see you soon! Thank you to my fellow
Kuumbabes for all the laughs, the support, and the love. My lovely Kuumfamily, I will miss
you all!
- Toochi Uradu

To stay in touch with Kuumba...
Visit our website at https://kuumbasingers.org
Follow us on Facebook @TheKuumbaSingers
Follow our Instagram page @Kuumbasingers

